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Introduction

 The Aryans entered the indian subcontinent through the Hindu Kush Mountains.

 The Aryans composed the Vedas which are one of the ancient literary sources available to us.

 The period during which the vedas were written is known as the Age of Vedas or the Vedic Age.

 The word Veda means knowledge or wisdom.

 The Vedas are a collection of hymns or suktas.

 There are four vedas - the Rig Veda, the Sama Veda, the Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda.

 The later Vedic period also witnessed the creation of other Vedic texts such as Brahmanas,

Upanishads, Aryanyakas. They all are related with the four main Vedas

 Polity of the people in Rig vedic period was around their own family members.

 Society was divided into four groups or varnas - Brahmans, Kashatriyas , Vaishyas and Shudras.
 Economy of that time dependent upon Agricultural practices and also pottery, spinning, weaving ,

carpentary, and metal work.
 Life of the people in the later Vedic Age was such a kind where Political life dependent on kings and

their hereditary. The king was called as Maharajadhiraja.
 Society also collided with the kings position that is the Kshatriyas, the caste system become more

rigid.
 Education was imparted through the Gurukul system.
 The later Vedic period witnessed the change in people inclined towards Brahma , Vishnu and Shiva.
 The economy of later Vedic period was agrarian in nature.
 A megalithic burial refers to the custom of surrounding a grave with large slabs of stone.
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Question and Answers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

Q1. Who were Aryans?

Ans: i. The Aryans entered the indian subcontinent through the Hindu Kush Mountains.

ii. The Aryans composed the Vedas which are one of the ancient literary sources available to us.

Q2. Why is the early Vedic period referred to as the Rig Vedic period?

Ans: The early Vedic period reffered to as the Rig Vedic period because it was during this time the Rig
Veda was composed. The other three Vedas were composed in the later Vedic period.

Q3. What is a megalithic burial?

Ans: A megalithic burial refers to the custom of surrounding a grave with large slabs of stone.
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E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q1. How was the society divided in the early Vedic period? What was this division based on?

Ans : In the early Vedic period the society was divided into four groups, or varnas—Brahmanas or the
priestly class, Kshatriyas or the warrior class, Vaishyas or the merchant and trader class, and the
shudras or the lower class. These divisions were based on occupation and were not rigid.

Q2. What was the role of iron in revolutionizing agriculture?

Ans: The later Vedic period witnessed the use of iron for making tools. Since iron was harder than bronze
and copper, it was used to make agricultural tools such as sickles, ploughs, spades, and shovels. As it
was now easier to make agricultural tools, more and more tools were made. These tools made
agricultural activities easier than before.
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